
As a user of Fort Dupont Ice Arena (FDIA), you have heard of longstanding efforts to build a 
second sheet of ice to serve our community. Fort Dupont’s weekly programming is over 
capacity. The new 2-rink facility will eliminate our waiting lists, allow us to offer more programs 
to more DC children and host revenue producing tournaments and events. 
 
Several years ago after a hard-won effort, Fort Dupont secured a $25 million commitment from 
the District to expand the facility, with FDIA committing to raise an additional $5 million. A 
professional fundraising firm was retained and working with FDIA Board members and staff, 
conducted a feasibility study, prepared a capital campaign operating plan, and produced the 
“Campaign Prospectus (campaign prospectus), a key tool to attract donations. 
 
We are “on schedule” with the plan! 
 
DC Government is now considering rescinding its commitment to Fort Dupont and thousands of 
users, including children from Ward 7, Ward 8, and the hockey clubs and users that subsidize 
FDIA’s free and reduced-cost programming. At a time when the DC Government’s coffers are 
full, the city is considering “reprogramming” its commitment to Fort Dupont in favor of other 
interests. Therefore, we need your help. 
 
Fort Dupont operates on a small budget with a small, dedicated staff, and lots of assistance 
from committed volunteers. No child is ever turned away from lack of ability to pay and these 
same volunteers are working to raise $5 Million dollars. 
 
FDIA’s Kids On Ice® (KOI) Programs have served over 20,000 children.  Forty-three percent of 
Fort Dupont’s users live in Wards 7 and 8. Students at 30 public and charter schools skate for 
free; DPR hosts Summer Camps and FUN DAYS at the rink, 56 percent of our skaters are girls 
and 62 percent of are African American. 
 
DC Government should honor its commitment to Fort Dupont.  
 
RIGHT NOW Mayor Bowser and City Administrators Rasheed Young are deciding whether to 
keep our money for the new rink or give it to others. Please consider sending them an email or 
tweet d signing the petition supporting the rink.  
 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/eev8tcz0hwulmw3/FDIA%20Case%20for%20Support%20DRAFT%2012-04-18.pdf?dl=0


Facebook: Friends of Fort Dupont Ice Arena  
Twitter: @friendsoffdia 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/friendsoffdia/ 
Website: https://www.fdia.org/sor/  
 
What should I say? The subject line should be: “SAVE OUR RINK” 
 
That’s the three word message that tells our story and will immediately let the mayor know 
you’re a rink supporter. (The total number of emails the mayor receives is critical to our 
success.) 
 
Example Email:  
My child skates at Fort Dupont Ice Arena and I value the sense of community and opportunity 
provided by this community-based facility. The rink has had a major positive impact on my child 
and my family. I respectfully request that you support Fort Dupont Ice Arena in its expansion 
and maintain the city’s support. (Add in personal story) We teach our children to be honest. DC 
Government should be focused on supporting Fort Dupont, not on reprogramming support 
promised to this community. 
 
Example Tweets: 
(1) Mayor Bowser, please support Fort Dupont Ice Arena and stop trying to take away the rink’s 
funding. 
(2) Our family skates at Fort Dupont Ice Arena and we value public facilities and wholesome 
recreation. Mayor Bowser, please support Fort Dupont Ice Arena. 
(3) Ice sports teach life skills. We support Fort Dupont Ice Arena and its fundraising campaign to 
expand the rink. Who is working to undermine this effort? Mayor Bowser, please support the 
rink. Thank you 
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